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Parshat Balak 5776

P72 nw1o starts with 72 watching how 12" >conquered the land of the
mR/Emorites; 272 becomes afraid and incites fear not only in his own nation, axm
but also 772.  They then send messengers to av?ato relay pha's fears and ask him to
curse °11in the hope of overcoming them. v?2 asks the messengers to stay the
night

"OR MY 2RI T B 12 P2" DPYRT P8 DY72 MR- avhamore or less repeat's p72's
request to ' fland continues by asking whether he can go with.

‘ nreplies that, X371 7912 °2 oy DX RN X2 ogpy 770 X2 oybathen sends the
messengers back because ' thas not allowed him to go with them. When the
messengers come back to P93, and relay aya's message po2 tries again, starts
sending more prestigious officers and p?20ffers ava more and more honour if he
will go. avYafirst answers P2y 17°8 NX T2Y7 29I K2 271 792 %2 Ko P2 °7 10 oX'; it
doesn't make any difference what you offer me | can't go against the will of '1.

But nevertheless, stay the night and let’s see what ' fwill add when he speaks to me.
' icomes to ay?3and tells him 7278 WX 7277 DX 7X) DAR 77 DI DWIRT N2 77 XIP7 OX
APyN INR PR So ov?agets up, X MY oY 727 and sets off to do what he thinks’
he's just been commanded to do. Immediately, X377 7717 °2 0798 A% 07, ' Astraight
away gets angry with ov7a for going, and sends a 78?n and a talking donkey to

We see that avahad two sets of
messengers from pha. The first time they come, avaasks ' nwho says 'no’, then when

rebuke him. So what's going on here?

P22sends more prestigious messengers, oybaasks ' ;1again and this time he receives
permission to go, yet as soon as ' 11 sees him going, ' Igets angry with o9 for doing
1. Why did ' Sfirst say ogny 720 89, then
apparently 'change his mind' so to speak the second time around by saying 72 03P

what he'd just been told he could do!

oAR? and 2. When ov»a does go with the messengers, having just given avoa

permission to go, why does ' 1 get angry?

The Vilna Gaon compares '11's first and second responses to ay»2's request to go with
The obvious difference is that the first time, ' says 07ay 770 X9,
no you can't go and the second time ' Isays AR 77, yes you can. But the subtle

?72's messengers.

difference is in the exact language ' fuses in these responses in the way he says “with
them”:- 1st time ' isays oanvand second time anX. The Vilna Gaon explains that
1NR/ anRsimply means to be or go with someone / something - it's just a factual
preposition which tells you what is happening but nothing deeper; 17y/ onnvon the
other hand, means to go along with the other person/party, completely sharing the
same motives, goals and enthusiasm. Armed with this insight/knowledge, we can
go back and understand a bit more about this exchange/incident between ' 7and
al7ipla

The first time around, ‘ ftells a¥%3, oony 770 X7 - ' nwasn't forbidding him from going,
rather ' 17 was telling him “don't join in with their mission”. The implication here
being, 'you can go with if you like, but just don't adopt their ideas or intentions'.

The second time 2v%2 asks, ' ftells o¥y%3, onX 7% DIPyou can go; onx- 'with them,' but
only in the physical sense; not to share their goal or attitude.

So coming back to the first question we had on our 7w"3- why did ' ichange his mind
- well, we see that actually the answer was essentially the same both times, just
expressed in slightly different words, and it was only because av?2, misunderstand
the messages that he thought the answer had changed.

As for the second question - why did ' ;1 get angry and send a X%nagainst ay72? If we
take another look at exactly what happens immediately prior to ' 11 getting angry, the
109 says that oy?2 got on his donkey 28in ™ ay 771 and went along with them,
not just physically but also in mindset, with the intention of carrying out p%2's mission
which was exactly what ' fthad been trying to warn him not to do which is why the
IR9n was sent to stop him.



